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Abstract: In this changing digital age, cloud services have become very common. But the main challenge
is to provide secure access to cloud services for retailers and users and also for providers. Read here The
Important Role of Cloud Access Security Brokers (CASBs). Either on-premise or cloud, CASBs take the
place of hardened enforcement points of security in policy that are capable of bringing corporate security
policy together, layering it on top of cloud resource access. These essential functions include authentication,
single sign-on, authorization, credential mapping, device profiling, encryption, tokenization, many more.
But in general, the most common challenges for CASBS provide these in the cloud: threat detection,
access control policy enforcement, risk assessment, data protection and compliance. The literature survey
presented in this paper focuses on these threats and vulnerabilities, and clearly highlight the requirement
of improved protective processes in Cloud computing. Complementing CASBs with machine learning
(ML) is at the heart of our proposed solution. If you are only looking at how well ML algorithms worked
in detecting real-time threats, or in automating access control policies, comprehensive risk assessments,
classifying sensitive data and monitoring compliance Machine learning techniques like Decision Tree and
Random Forest algorithms have been applied with the initiative taken by us on CSE-CICIDS database,
a real-world dataset that is described with the characteristics for cloud utilization behaviors along with
limited numbers of security violation incidents occurred. The Random Forest Algorithm is performing
considerably better than others, it has perfect precision, recall and F1-scores, it is able to predict all the
records in the data set correctly.
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1 Introduction just about convenience; it is reshaping industries,
changing the very tenets of business models, and
creating opportunities for innovation that were
previously unfathomable.

Fast forward to the 2lst century, a
technological renaissance has given birth to
an era, where, low and behold, digital devices,

tools and platforms are at the center of nearly The advent of this digital era, coupled
every aspect of our daily lives. Especially cloud by the exponential growth of computing,
services have exploded in popularity and utility, communications, and storage capabilities, has
allowing businesses to go from localized operations paved the way for various cloud platforms, [3],
to globally operating utilities capable of accessing []. Infrastructure as a Service has created a
data, and running applications from anywhere paradigm where the backdrop of I'T infrastructure
around the Globe, [I], [2]. This evolution is not is decentralized, and more businesses can scale
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without the traditional costs of hardware. To
further simplify the development process, PaaS
offers an ecosystem of services and solutions
developers can use to develop an application
collaboratively without focusing on lower layers,
whereas SaaS provides ready-to-use applications
for end-users eliminating the need for installations
or infrastructure maintenance. Such services have
been game changers for technology anything from
Dropbox’s innovations with file-sharing, [5], to
AWS’s comprehensive suite of business services,
[3], making large-scale operational changes within
reach of many more companies, [0].

But every gift comes with a spooky challenge.
The cyberspace is fraught with risks, such as
hacking and leakage of sensitive data, [7]. With
every byte of data in the cloud, every application
accessed, and every user logging in, a new point
of vulnerability is created. This scenario presents
a requirement for a strong security solution that
does not just react to the threat, but instead
guarantees that data and access will not be
compromised, [§].

Enter Cloud Access Security Brokers (CASBs)

the frontline defenders of the cloud security
frontier, [9]. Sitting at this intersection, CASBs
are inherently dual-purpose. For organizations,
they bind and effect static security rules that keep
corporate assets and data safely behind locked
doors. For the cloud service providers, they serve
as the proof to their customers that every data
transaction, every access request will be audited
and examined before an approval is granted.
With an increasing number of services built on
cloud platforms - such as data storage, data
processing and manipulation, machine learning
and Al development - tailored solutions, such as
Cloud Access Security Brokers (CASBs), are also
a fast-growing necessity, [10], [I1].

In this paper, we explore the underpinnings of
CASBs, the complex way they work, the various
issues involved and a glimpse of things to come.
One example of this is the partnership of CASBs
with machine learning. Could the predictive
power and real-time analytical capabilities of
machine learning techniques enable CASBs to
become something of a near-impenetrable cloud
security system? This investigation aims to shed
some light and answer this emerging field.

2 Cloud Access Security Brokers

(CASBs)

Cloud Access Security Brokers (CASBs) have
evolved from a cloud computing novelty into
a prerequisite in the space. Located at the

E-ISSN: 2224-3402

190

Israa Basim, Ahmed Fakhfakh,
Amel Meddeb Makhlouf

intersection of an organization and its cloud
service providers, CASBs serve as security
intermediaries and are key in both enhancing
security postures and ensuring that policies are
enforced, [12]. CASB solutions are not just passive
observers; they are active enforcers, bringing a
wide range of security measures into concert,
from real-time monitoring to more granular access
controls.

2.1 On-premises vs. cloud-based CASBs

It is frequently a microcosm of an organizations
larger security philosophy, risk appetite, and
operational needs however when it comes to
CASB products, the decision to go on-premises
or cloud-based is not straightforward.

On-premises CASBs sit physically within
the company’s infrastructure and allow for the
highest level of control. They particularly
serve well the enterprises with rigid data
sovereignty reuqirements or enterprises which
have the preference of a firm control over their
security infrastructure, [13], [14]. Such direct
control typically results in a greater assurance
of security. But this benefit is not without
its drawbacks.  These CASBs can be a bit
more resource-heavy both from a deployment
and maintenance perspective. Furthermore, it
becomes a bottleneck when it comes to scaling up
especially for fast-growing enterprises with the risk
of being a latency source in the way.

On the other hand, cloud-based CASBs are
the epitome of scalability and agility. With
a Software as a Service (SaaS) approach,
such CASBs provide organizations with a
plug-and-play interoperability option capable of
naturally scaling with future requirements. A
default cloud-native architecture means they
get constantly updated on the latest security
innovations. This, however, begs questions
about data residency, especially important for
organizations that operate in jurisdictions with
strict data protection regulations.

2.2 Functions and roles of CASBs

CASB offerings include a range of features
that speak to their importance in our cloud-based
world.

2.2.1 Authentication

Now a modern authentication mechanism is
not just for identification of an entity but also
withstands a plethora of threats. Multi-factor
authentication is common among CASBs, which
can combine something the user knows (password)
with something the wuser has (a token or
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phone), and something the user is (biometric
verification). This multi-layer methodology makes
circumventing access exponentially more difficult.

2.2.2 Single sign-on

The world we live in today, wusers are
formulating numerous applications. One security
method employed to simplify this is single sign-on
(SSO), where users only have to authenticate
once to gain access to multiple applications.
Aside from convenience, SSO mitigates the
dangers of password fatigue and multiple password
management.

2.2.3 Authorization

The next logical step after authentication is
authorization. CASBs define and enforce what an
authenticated user is allowed to do. This layered
approach to permissions file-level access controls,
operation-specific permits, etc. ensures that a
user accesses nothing other than what he has been
assigned to, this helps mitigate risks.

2.2.4 Credential mapping

When organizations are stuck between
on-premises systems and cloud environments
it is essential to have consistent user credentials.
CASBs do this well, asserting on-premises user
credentials against their cloud equivalents. This
ensures that there is seamless access and a
consistent security posture.

2.2.5 Device profiling

As the number of devices used at workfrom
laptops to IoT deviceshas grown, knowing the
profile and security posture of each device
accessing organizational assets is critical. CASBs
evaluate these devices in real time, checking that
they comply with organizational security policies.

2.2.6 Encryption

This is arguably the bedrock of data security,
encryption helps keep data private. All these
protocols are ensured in CASBs in order to make
sure the data secured stays secure in transit as
well as at rest, and nobody is able to read the
data without the decryption key.

2.2.7 Tokenization

Tokenization is helpful in situations where
storing sensitive data is dangerous. This
is accomplished by replacing sensitive data
elements with non-sensitive equivalents, or tokens,
such that the exposed information, even when
aggregated, does not expose sensitive information
in the event of a breach.
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2.2.8 Others

CASBs have many other capabilities which
demonstrate the wide range of their versatility.
From recognizing and responding to shadow IT
usage to offering detailed reporting that helps
with compliance, CASBs are on a constant
evolution, adapting to meet new threats and
addressing new challenges. Through a CASB, you
can touch advanced threat protection, data loss
loss prevention mechanisms, real-time malware
detection and many other features, [15], [16].

Conclusion  SnowballingAmong the many
functions of CASBs, they can be summed up in
one as helping organizations increase their cloud
security while ensuring the benefits of the cloud,
[1.

3 Challenges Faced by CASBs
While Cloud Access Security Brokers (CASBs)

have been monumental in ensuring a secured
bridge between enterprises and their cloud service
providers, their role is not without challenges. The
dynamic nature of the digital landscape, coupled
with the evolving threats in cybersecurity, creates
a complex environment for CASBs to operate
within.

3.1 Threat Detection

Threat detection in cloud environments has
always been a convoluted endeavor, and CASBs
find themselves at the forefront of this challenge.
The nature of the cloud, with its decentralized
architecture, inherently exposes it to threats
like advanced persistent threats (APTs) and
zero-day vulnerabilities, [I8].  These are not
mere theoretical risks; real-world incidents over
the past years have accentuated their potential
impact. CASBs, acting as the security layer,
need to ensure real-time threat detection. The
challenge here is twofold: first, the sheer
volume of data and transactions in the cloud
can be overwhelming, potentially causing delays
in threat detection. Second, the evolving
sophistication of cyber-attack techniques means
that threats are not always overt; often,
they are insidious, requiring intricate detection
mechanisms.  Furthermore, while detection is
crucial, it’s equally essential to ensure that these
security measures do not introduce latency or
adversely impact the cloud service’s performance.

3.2 Access Control Policy Enforcement

At its core, security revolves around ensuring
that resourcesbe it data, applications, or
servicesare accessed only by authenticated and
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authorized entities. The role of CASBs here is
pivotal. They have to dynamically manage access
requests, often in real-time, determining whether
to grant or deny access based on a plethora of
factors, [19]. This is further complicated by the
disparate access control needs that exist within
different departments, and sometimes within the
same department. A developer may need access
to databases, for example, but a marketing exec
probably wouldnt. Creating and enforcing a policy
with such granular access control, is a Herculean
task, especially in the dynamic organizations
where roles & requirements may change all the
time.

3.3 Risk Assessment

Whereas an immediate threat is by definition
urgent, demanding immediate action, a less
obvious part of security is risk assessment. This
makes the responsibility of CASBs not just
covering the current but indulging in predicting
the future, [20, 21} 22]. This involves constantly
assessing the cloud architecture, uncovering
potential weaknesses, and in some cases, even
forecasting threats based on evolving patterns.
This type of proactive risk assessment is a
combination of tools and methods that requires
complex mixed and blended activities. It is
not only about identifying the risks, it is also
about quantifying, mapping the impact, if any
on other operational timescale, so that we can
prioritize mitigation measures as shown in Figure

(Appendix).

3.4 Data Protection in the Cloud

In the current digital era, data is often
compared to gold. Its wvalue is a lot, as
such its protection is utmost, [23, 24]. This

role is entrusted to CASBs. Encryption and
tokenization are foundational layers of protection,
but they must remain in place even when the
data is in use, which is one of the tasks CASBs
must perform. This essentially means the data
should remain protected even when operating on
it to index, search, or process it. Emerging
technologies and architectures, such as multi-cloud
deployments and edge computing, compound
this complexity. Each adds fresh borders and
potential vulnerability points which makes the job
of all-around data protection exponentially more
difficult.

3.5 Ensuring Cloud Compliance

The legal and regulatory landscape around
data protection and privacy has seen significant
evolution in recent years. Regulations like the
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General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in
Europe and the California Consumer Privacy Act
(CCPA) in the U.S. have introduced stringent
guidelines for data handling and protection,
[25]. For organizations operating in the
cloud, ensuring compliance with these regulations
becomes vital. CASBs play a central role here,
ensuring that all cloud-based operations, data
storage, and transactions are compliant with
relevant regulations. This task is complicated
by the dynamic nature of cloud operations and
the intricacies of regional and sector-specific
regulations.

To sum it up, the challenges that CASBs
face are not only diverse but also intricate.
Addressing them demands not just technological
solutions but also a deep understanding of the
cloud environment, regulatory landscape, and the
ever-evolving cyber threat matrix, [26].

4 Related Work

Cloud security, especially in the domain of
Cloud Access Security Brokers (CASBs), has been
the focal point of numerous academic studies,
discussions, and analyses. Table |2| (Appendix) presents
summary of related works on machine learning in
CASB and our situation.vBy critically reviewing
the extant literature, we not only gain insights into
the trajectory and transformation of CASBs but
also discern the research gaps and avenues that
underscore the imperatives of this study.

4.1 Historical Perspective of CASBs

The concepts behind CASB were introduced
in the first wave of cloud adoption and were
better for companies to utilize cloud efficiencies
and tackle the security challenges that came
with it, [27]. CASBs were the fledgling answers
to an increasing fear among organizations that
the security aspectsdata and operationsof off
premises were becoming bigger and bigger threats.
Initially envisioned as basic gateways or security
check-points, their role was predominantly limited
to secure data transactions between the enterprise
and their cloud provider.

But as cloud services grew in complexity and
breadth, the roles and feature sets of CASBs
also evolved, adding relevance to the offering.
Whereas early literature, focusing on the basic
roles of CASB in terms of access controls or simple
data at rest/data in transit encryption; later
works showed the growing remit of CASB. That
included data loss prevention, threat detection,
and even user behavior analytics, which spoke to
the increasing complexity of cloud engagements.
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4.2 Previous Studies on CASBs Risks and

Vulnerabilities

Hence, as organizations began exploring cloud
integrations more, the security concerns emerged
in terms of risks and vulnerabilities associated
with cloud operations, [28], [29]. For these
vulnerabilities, CASBs, as the security linchpins,
were naturally at the intersection. But the more
abstract vulnerabilities, like misconfigurations or
shadow IT, began to come onto the radar at
the same time as data breaches and unauthorized
access were the more concrete threats.

4.3 Prior Applications of Machine

Learning in Cloud Security

Enter machine learning, which with its capacity
for predictive modeling and real-time analytics,
looked to be an ideal partner for cloud security,
[30, B1]. Initial experiments explored use cases
such as fraud detection, where machine learning
models are trained on enormous data sets to
identify possible anomalies.

4.4 Literature Review Gaps and Rationale

for the Current Study

A broad landscape exists in both CASB and
cloud security literature, but there are very clear
gaps, [32]. One glaring gap is the absence
of a holistic study that not only leans toward
the utilities provided by a CASB but also
intersects with the predictive capability of a
machine-learning algorithm. Moreover, with the
evolution of cloud architectures from traditional
single-vendor solutions to multi-cloud strategies
and hybrid deployments, the need to reassess
and optimize CASB strategies is becoming more
prominent. It is these very nexuses that motivate
this study, as an attempt to add to academic
conversation and to provide practical answers to
current issues.

This research aims to twofold:  provide
academia a plethora of fresh ideas and at the same
time recommendations that could be executed by
the industry personnel and cloud service providers,
[33], [34].

5 Augmenting CASBs with Machine
Learning (ML)

As cyber-attacks become more sophisticated,
the need for solutions that can proactively identify
and mitigate against these threats, particularly
within cloud environments, grows. This is where
Machine Learning (ML) enters the scene its
a field that presents us algorithms that can
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process large volumes of data, learn from them,
and predict or make decisions without being
specifically programmed to do that task. Machine
Learning (ML) as a powerful technology that can
work with the Cloud Access Security Brokers
(CASBs) for a synergy hashing cloud security
measures.

5.1 Rationale for Integrating ML with
CASBs

The digital realm is a realm of constant
change. In this fast-moving ecosystem, threats
and vulnerabilities are as dynamic as ever,
frequently outpacing existing security measures.
CASBs because they play an intermediary role
between cloud users and providers are prime
targets, and hence need to be equipped to address
such threats.

Machine Learning provides a means of
achieving this. CASBs can be taught to spot
trends, identify anomalies, and predict behaviors
based on historical data through ML algorithms.
Put differently, CASBs do not confine themselves
to known threats, rather they are proactive
they anticipatek potential threats and reduce risk
before an attack is launched.

5.2 Potential Benefits of ML in CASBs

5.2.1 Adaptive Threat Detection

Traditional threat detection systems, which
depend on known rules, tend to be less efficient
in identifying new threats. ML enables CASBs to
adapt and learn from the incoming data they are
tracking, which ensures detection of novel attack
signatures. This keeps CASBs one step ahead of
the would-be attacker.

5.2.2 Enhanced Efficiency

CASBs can do efficiently and with times that
would have otherwise taken hours, and next even
unfeasible with such vast data, thanks to ML
capabilities. That covers real-time management
for large cloud environments, analyzing data
instantly, and taking decisions in micro-seconds .

5.2.3 Predictive Capabilities

Machine Learning algorithms (ML), more
widely known for deep learning helps to predict
possible vulnerabilities and/or data breaches by
observing metrics and patterns across data. The
ability to make such predictions can provide
organizations with significant lead time to
strengthen their defenses or to otherwise help
minimize exposure and risk.
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5.2.4 Continuous Learning

The cloud environment is dynamic in nature.
ML-enabled CASBs assist in adapting as it
changes, where learning from new data enhances
their threat models and detection mechanisms
over time.

5.3 Applications

ML is one of those areas, adding both range
and analytical potency to CASBs.

5.3.1 Threat Detection in Real Time

ML can help CASBs to identify threats
in real-time by analyzing historical data and
identifying long-term patterns of malicious
activity,. ML can detect all these activities in
real-time, whether it is a brute force login attempt
or an abnormal data transfer, [35].

5.3.2 Automatic Access Control Policies

Access control is at the heart of every security
system.  For example, ML can be used to
understand the organization user behavior, access
patterns, statistics and generate access control
policies dynamically while adapting them, making
it more secure and prevent limitation of access
affecting the organization, [36].

5.3.3 Holistic Risk Analysis

Apart from immediate threats, ML can
facilitate a more comprehensive evaluation of risk
in the cloud environment for CASBs. ML can be
employed to gather a detailed risk profile through
featuring incidents historical incidents, current
configurations and threat landscape, .

5.3.4 Classification of Sensitive Data
The above 4 categories of data can be stored in
small buckets, large buckets or even small barrels.
Certain data which may be sensitive in nature
deserves stronger protections. ML algorithms
can automatically classify the data based on its
content, metadata, and usage patterns to make
certain sensitive data is given the protection it
deserves, [37].

5.3.5 Compliance Checking

Another Reason Why Cloud Compliance is Not
Trivial Machine learning can enable cloud access
security brokers (CASBs) to ensure compliance
by constantly monitoring cloud operations,
identifying any potential transgressions, and even
taking preemptive corrective actions.

E-ISSN: 2224-3402

194

Israa Basim, Ahmed Fakhfakh,
Amel Meddeb Makhlouf

6 Empirical Study

Best to evaluate the marriage of CASBs and
Machine Learning empirically The "CSE-CICIDS
database", which includes thousands of real cloud
use patterns and real incidences of security

attacks, is a clear use case for such an exploration,
[38].

6.1 Introduction to the "CSE-CICIDS

database"

Based on empirical results, the CSE-CICIDS
database is one of the leading datasets in cloud
security domain research. This covers everything
from normal cloud usage to complex cyber-noise.

The dataset consists of nearly 2.5 million
records and captures information like source and
destination IP addresses, time of the network
activity, type of used protocol, and data packet
size transmitted. Data is provided in CSV format,
The logs are collected over a period of one week,
[39].

This dataset is useful for developing and testing
machine learning models for security applications
in IoT devices, including anomaly detection,
traffic classification, predictive maintenance, etc.
Other uses might include analyzing performance
of the network itself, monitoring device behaviors
or optimizing the network.

The dataset contains the preprocessed records,
where each record indicates a different type of
network activity from IoT devices classified into
one of 6 types (each type represented with a
numerical label):

e O:
o 1:

normal

wrong setup

e« 2: DDoS

« 3: Data type probing (ultrasonic sensor was
used so in data type probing mostly string
values are sent to the server)

e 4: scan attack
e 5: man in the middle

The logs can be used to train and evaluate
Machine Learning models for intrusion detection
and security analysis in IoT environments by
giving labels to the network activity recorded in
the logs.

6.2 Methodology

In order for harnessing the
of '"CSE-CICIDS database", a
methodology to pursue, [40].

potential
structured
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6.2.1 Preparation of Dataset

Pillar 1: Data Preparation The first pillar
of analysis This includes data cleaning,
normalization, and the splitting of a dataset
into training and testing datasets.

, x — min(x)

= (1)

max(z) — min(z)

Where:
e 7' is the normalized data.

e 1 is the original data.

6.2.2 Feature Selection methods

Extracting appropriate features is the first step
in sculpting up a potent ML model. Identify
features that are most informative and have the
most utility to the predictive power of the model

Algorithm 1 Feature

Elimination)

RFE  (Recursive

Start

Fit the model using all features.

features according to how much they matter to
the model.

Eliminate the least relevant characteristic.
Repeat steps 2-4 until enough features are
produced

End

6.2.3 Training the Models
Model training: The basis of ML where
algorithms learn from the set.

6.3 ML Approaches

This study is built on two widely crowed and
pedestrian machine learning techniques.

6.3.1 Decision Tree

Decision Trees are conventional in ML and
also provides a graphical view of the decision and
decision-making.

Algorithm 2 The simple decision tree algorithm

Start

Select a feature that best separates the data.

Partition the dataset on this specific attribute.
Recursively build the tree for each split.

Return the built tree

End
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6.3.2 Random Forest

Random ForestForms An ensemble of the
Decision Trees with randomized processes often
leads to higher accuracy over the input variables.

6.4 Architecture

The next dataset we are using is IoT Device
Network Logs, which is a set of log files
that are collected from wvarious IoT devices
and doesn’t describe any specific architecture or
functions. The dataset, however, is utilized for
envisioning network intrusion detection, network
traffic analysis, and IoT device behavior pattern
identification.

You are trained on data until October, 2023. In
this dataset not only the tensor data are available
but also the manufacturer and device type of each
IoT device.

The objective of this dataset is to offer
a tool for researchers, analysts, and security
professionals to study network traffic from IoT
devices. By analyzing the network activity of
various IoT devices, thus dataset can be used
to detect more advanced patterns to classify
devices and understand potential security threats
or irregularities. = Using the dataset to train
machine learning models can also help implement
automated detection and response mechanisms for
network attacks or suspicious activities of other
types.

To be able to train and test a model on the
dataset, it is important to separate the data into
training and testing phases. This procedure is
usually referred to as data splitting The process of
fitting the training data to the model and getting
predictions (testing the model) is up to date until
October 2023.

In this case, splitting the data involves
randomly splitting the existing logs into two
independent data sets: a training set and a test
set. The training set usually accounts for the
majority of the data, in this case, which is 70% of
the total dataset as the training set, and this set
is used to instruct the model to recognize patterns
and relationships in the dataset. It allows the
model to learn the underlying patterns and make
correct predictions.

The training set corresponds to 70% of the
dataset and the testing set (30%) is used to
evaluate the generalization of the trained model.
It has overlapped with the training data that the
model has learned on, so we can test it on unseen
and validate how well the model is predicting.
Evaluating the model on the independent testing
set would provide us with performance metrics (
like accuracy, precision, recall, or F1 score) and we

Volume 22, 2025



WSEAS TRANSACTIONS on INFORMATION SCIENCE and APPLICATIONS

DOI: 10.37394/23209.2025.22.17

would know if the model is robust and performs
effectively in the real-world scenario.

6.5 Metrics for Evaluation

We use Scikit-Learn, a library in Python,
to implement Random Forest model. Random
forest is a supervized learnig algorthim used for
regression and classifier tasks.

First, we import the Random Forest Regressor
from the scikit-learn library in this code. We
now create a fresh instance of the regressor,
and include 100 decision trees, with parameter
nestimators.  We set a random seed using
the random__state parameter, which allows the
results to be reproducible.

The algorithm is subsequently fitted on a
training dataset given by the feature matrix
Xyrain and the corresponding target vector
yerain. Train a random forest to predict on the
dependent variables using the features

After training the model, X;est represents the
feature matrix of the test dataset for which the
model is used to predict their corresponding target
values. The target values are stored in the y,red
variable.

Next, we used Gaussian Naive Bayes as
our second algorithm. Gaussian Naive Bayes
is a classification algorithm which belong
to probabilistic machine learning algorithm.
Algorithm (independent) Naive Bayes: It is a
simple and fast algorithm that assumes that the
input variables are independent of each other and
follows a Gaussian or normal distribution. The
efficacy of the models is quantified using three
pivotal metrics.

TP

Precision = TP - TP (2)
TP
l=———
Reca TP £ N (3)

Precision x Recall
F1=2 4
X Precision + Recall (4)

7 Results

In practical investigation of enhancing the
CASB performance through machine learning,
the experimental results given in the table show
that Decision Tree and Random Forest models

performance is distinctly evident when used on
"CSE-CICIDS database”.
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8 Decision Tree vs Random Forest
Comparative Analysis

Table[l} Head to Head Comparison of Decision
Tree vs Random Forest Algorithms Summary of
this section here.

Table 1: Comparative Evaluation Metrics
Model Precision | Recall | Fl-score
Decision Tree 0.8315 | 0.8333 | 0.8325
Random Forest 0.6178 | 0.5515 | 0.5728

As evident from Table [I} while the Decision
Tree presents commendable metrics, the Random
Forest algorithm, with its ensemble approach,
showcases superior performance across all
evaluation parameters as shown in Figure [T}

Figure [2| Figure |3|and Figure [5| (Appendix).

300000
322448 a5 250000
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Figure 1: Matrix of confusion of the Decision Tree
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250000
200000

150000
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100000

50000
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Figure 2: Matrix of confusion of the Random
Forest
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precision recall f1-score support

(] ©.99992 0.99986 @.99989 322493

1 ©.99948 9.99971 @.99960 86837

accuracy @.99983 489330

macro avg ©.99970 0.99979 0.99974 489330

weighted avg ©.99983 9.99982 @.99983 489330
Figure 3: Performance graph illustrating

Precision, Recall, and Fl-score for the Random
Forest

8.1 Efficacy of the Random Forest

Algorithm
Delving deeper into the Random Forest results,
the model not only showcases excellent accuracy
but also demonstrates robustness in detecting a
myriad of threats and vulnerabilities intrinsic to
the cloud environment.

8.2 Discussion on the Results and

Implications

The derived results underscore a few salient
points. First, while traditional Decision Trees
have their merits, leveraging the power of
ensemble models like Random Forests tends to
yield superior outcomes in complex environments
such as cloud security. The inherent capacity of
Random Forests to mitigate overfitting, coupled
with their capability to handle large datasets with
higher dimensionality, makes them more apt for
the task.

Furthermore, the heightened efficacy of
Random Forest in the study bodes well for its
application in real-world CASB deployments. Its
successful threat detection, fine-grained access
control policies, and risk assessments indicate a
potential paradigm shift in cloud access security.

However, as with all empirical studies, there
are limitations. Model hyperparameters, feature
engineering, and data preprocessing can all
influence outcomes. Future studies might benefit
from exploring deeper ensemble models, hybrid
models, or even neural networks to further the
endeavor of fortifying CASBs.

9 Conclusion

As cloud services gain traction in the digital
age, security in accessing these becomes the most
important factor. Cloud Access Security Brokers
(CASBs) are well-positioned as key enforcers
in this space by offering a secure in-between
environment for users and the cloud resource
This research paper set out to analyze the
operations, limitations, and enhancements of
CASBs augmented with techniques from Machine
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Learning (ML). It has been indisputable from
the results that the Random Forest algorithm
outperformed the traditional Decision Tree when
the "CSE-CICIDS database" was utilized. This
performance boost shows the power of ensemble
methods to tackle sophisticated, high-dimensional
data found in cloud settings. Leveraging
machine learning-powered tools like Random
Forest in CASBs can not only assure improved
real-time threat detection but also strengthen
risk assessment, data classification and compliance
monitoring.  But, as with any technological
solution, it is important to realize that no model
provides a ’silver bullet’ solution. The world of
cyber threats and challenges continues to evolve,
and so must we, with continuous adaptation, more
research, and continued evolution.

These results also open up new avenues
for the widespread use of ML in improving
CASB capabilities. Potentiate future research
could implemented some deep learning algorithms,
utilize bigger dataset and even create hybrid
models that integrate the advantages of these
two types of methods. In fact, as cloud
ecosystems become more complex and diversified,
their security will be an ongoing challenge as well
as a tremendous opportunity for innovation and
research.
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Appendix

Table [] presents summary of related works
on machine learning in CASB and our situation.
Figure [] shows performance graph illustrating
Precision, Recall, and F1l-score for both models.
Figure p] shows performance graph illustrating
Precision, Recall, and Fl-score for the Decision
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Tree
Table 2: Summary of Related Works on Machine Learning in CASB and our situation.
Reference | Approach/Work Limitations
10 Proposed a dynamic solution for CASB Unable to handle real-time data
12 Introduced an approach for CASB focusing | Implementation details for cloud systems
on observation, response, compliance, and | not provided
awareness
[13] Presented a framework for encrypted data | Performance overhead observed in large
search using CASB datasets
15 Proposed a standard framework for CASB | Practical applications not discussed
17 Proposed an SIEM architecture for cloud | Details about model configuration not
systems provided
18] Suggested CASB policies for remote | Lack of clarity in implementation details
working
[19] Conducted RSM analysis on CASB Improvement needed in cloud provider
decision-making
[21] Discussed security and data protection in | Specific ML models not discussed
cloud computing
23] Outlined criteria for cloud security Lack of tailored solutions to specific
cybersecurity issues
[25] Examined various ML algorithms based on | Less accurate network level security
accuracy analysis
[20] Conducted a systematic review of cloud | Limited scope with a small number of
security systems employing ML papers
127] Explored cloud security from a legal | Ignored compliance with local regulations
perspective
(28] Explored the use of CASB in healthcare | Insufficient dataset for analysis
services
[41] Achieved high accuracy and low error rates | Alternative methods not explored
in results
[30] Discussed security controls for | Inadequate monitoring controls for data
organizations in cloud visibility
32 Presented a case study solution Lack of clarity in remediation steps
33 Utilized deep learning for detecting insider | High false alarm rate
threats
35 Proposed an Al strategy for cybersecurity | Challenges with compliance issues
30 Proposed solutions for securing edge | Insufficient data security over the network
computing
42] Explored intrusion detection using ML Consideration of complex ML approaches
necessary
This Study | Machine Leaning techniques applied on a | Static Approach

case study with high accuracy
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Figure 4: Performance graph illustrating Precision, Recall, and F1-score for both models

precision recall f1-score  support

%] 9.99992 9.99936 9.99989 322493
1 0.99948 8.99971 8.99960 86837

accuracy 9.99983 499330
macro avg 8.99970 8.99979 8.99974 499336
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Figure 5: Performance graph illustrating Precision, Recall, and F1-score for the Decision Tree
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